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MORNING WALK: Prince, Kaitlin “Ace” Yeomans’ Emotional Support Animal, out for a stroll. (Photo by: Jewel Harris)
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Prince on Campus
There is a furry companion on campus that is helping its owner. But how is he seen by other
students?

By Jewel Harris | March 26, 2019

[Music enters at full volume: “A New Angle” by Timothy Whitelaw for approximately 30 seconds]

[Intro]

PEYTON PITMAN: [Music Fades lower] Freshman Kaitlin Yeomans, also known as Ace, has a new
roommate here on HU campus, and it isn’t human. The roommate is in fact a furry companion
named Prince. Jewel Harris has the story [Music fades up] .

JEWEL HARRIS: [Music Fades out] Did you know that there is a dog living amongst us? That’s right.
A dog has settled down on Roush 1st. Here he is; [Sound effect of Prince barking and Squeaky Toy].
So what is Prince doing on campus?

ACE YEOMANS: Prince is my Emotional Support Animal. He is an F1BB mini golden doodle. Which
means he is just a little bit more poodle than a lot of other golden doodles…I got him sometime over
Christmas break, and I got him from a lovely family up in Michigan.

HARRIS: That’s Ace Yeomans, a freshman animation major who struggles with anxiety and
depression.

YEOMANS: He is kind of like a funny dog. He’ll run and like slam into things. And then, he’ll just
hop right back up and keep running like he doesn’t care. He does not care about other dogs. Like
other dogs will be going absolutely insane. Like barking at him. And he’ll just trot on by [squeaky
toy]. Like he’ll just keep trotting. He does it and it’s hilarious. And he like trots and he looks so proud
and fancy and I’m like, ‘Who you fooling boy?’ [Laugh].

HARRIS: Emotional Support Animals, also known as ESAs, are often used for different medical
treatments. But they’re not considered service animals because they’re not trained to do those types
of tasks. I talked with Shelly Snyder, the director of Huntington Bowen Center. She explains over
the phone why someone would need an ESA.

SHELLY SNYDER: They’re really typically more used for somebody to help them in their
depression, anxiety, or certain phobias that they might have.

HARRIS: Service animals and ESAs are different. Snyder explains why.

SNYDER: A service animal is any dog that is individually trained to do tasks to benefit someone
with a disability. It could include some physical ailments, sensory, psychiatric, intellectual, or any
other mental disabilities. So, the task that are performed by the dog help increase that person’s
quality of life.



quality of life.

YEOMANS: I haven’t had anyone ask me if he is a service animal. People most often ask me if he’s an
Emotional Support Animal, which is nice. So usually I just say that he is. Luckily, I haven’t had
anyone ask me like anything too invasive—like, ‘Oh, Why?’ or anything like that. Usually people are
pretty nice about it. They usually just want to pet him [Laugh], and they usually want to know if it is
the same as a service animal.

HARRIS: Having an Emotional Support Animal isn’t something new on campus, but it isn’t that
common either. Kris Chafin, director of the Academic Center for Excellence, says they hadn’t had
any requests until two or three years ago because the requirements being so strict.

KRIS CHAFIN: We have a policy that isn’t posted yet. I would suppose that we had maybe four
people ask about it in the last year. It’s a big deal on other campuses across the country, mostly big
campuses that have a lot more students. So, we have not been overwhelmed yet. I think we have two
right now this semester that are approved.

HARRIS: Getting an ESA on campus is a long and complicated process. There is a two-page form,
but the student has to have a qualified professional to complete it.

CHAFIN: The student has to send documentation from like a vet that the animal was in good shape
and good health. The student signs an agreement. We try to lay out everything so that the student
knows exactly what they are getting into.

HARRIS: There may be some things that the student may not have thought about like damages such
as the dogs peeing on the carpet or chewing on the furniture. And the quality of life for the ESA. For
example, they have to be aware of the dog being cooped up in their dorm room most of the time.
With each ESA brought onto campus the student is well informed on their new responsibilities.

YEOMANS: I’m not concerned with having him in the dorm because he is pretty well behaved. He
doesn’t really get up to much trouble. I mean he’s pretty potty trained. He uh likes to sit next to the
door when he needs to go out. He’s really nippy, but that is just because he is teething right now
since he’s three-months-old, and so hopefully that’ll go down a little bit.

HARRIS: Yeomans is not the only person to witness how nippy Prince can be. Erin Quick, freshman
and friend explains what has happened the few times she has interacted with Prince.

ERIN QUICK: He is just a puppy, and he’s just learning how to teethe and stuff. And sometimes he’ll
just bite at my hands and like sometimes they’ll be super scratched up.

HARRIS: Yeomans is currently working with Prince. She has been encouraging him to lick instead of
bite. This is not the only concern. Noise problems are also something that needs to be worked on
with a puppy. To help solve this problem, Yeomans has invested in a bark collar.

YEOMANS: I am worried about what people will think about that. But it really helps keeps him
quiet because it gives him a warning or two before it shocks him. So he usually quiets down after the
warning because he doesn’t like the sound at all. His barking is getting a lot better than it use to be.

HARRIS: For a student to have an Emotional Support Animal, it has to be necessary because of a
student’s disability.

CHAFIN: So the student has to identify as having some kind of disability that causes a significant
limitation in a major life activity.



limitation in a major life activity.

YEOMANS: Prince helps me a lot with my anxiety and my depression. He gets me outside of my
room when I otherwise not want to leave my room at all ever [Laugh]. He helps me a lot during my
panic and anxiety attacks, especially at night time. He even helps me just sometimes after class
when I am having a really really bad day, like especially with my health, sometimes I just need to sit
down and play with him so I can feel a little bit better.

HARRIS: Yeomans’ suitemate, Chloe McCashen, says she has seen a difference with Ace. After living
with each other for more than a semester, they finally start to build a friendship. 

CHLOE MCCASHEN: It was kind of weird because we were living like literally so close to each other.
But, we hardly ever talked and hardly ever saw each other. But now, like, it’s nice cause we can talk
about Prince and like, um we get to bond over that. I think it is really opened up a relationship
between us, and so we don’t just talk about Prince either, now we like, see each other more so that’s
really cool.

HARRIS: McCashen even benefits from seeing Prince.

MCCASHEN: Prince has supported me emotionally, um, multiple times and not just like, when I’m
stressed. Like if I’m feeling sad he always makes me happy.

HARRIS: McCashen isn’t the only person in her building that is affected by Prince.  Quick has also
spent some time with the ESA.

ERIN QUICK: It can be fun. Sometimes it can be not so fun. Usually, it’s like, it kind of depends on
the day. The times I have watched him I guess I really can’t complain. He hasn’t been terrible. He’s
just super energetic. He’s super like lovable and happy and it’s kind of like how can you not be
happy with that cute face.

HARRIS: As a resident of Roush 1st, I have seen many people interact with Prince. They always
smile when they see him. He even brightens people’s day when he is around. 

YEOMANS: When I take Prince out it’s really great because I see what a positive impact he has on
not only myself, but also other people. He makes other people smile. And people often tell me that
it’s what they really needed that day, or it really helped them through a stressful moment. And that
just really makes me happy because I’m glad he’s helping other people and not just me.

[Music fade in.]

HARRIS: I’m Jewel Harris reporting for The Huntingtonian.

[Barking]

[Music fade out.]
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