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The struggle to save

Textbooks, loans, and weekend fun ensure Huntington University students face the

dilemma: to spend or not to spend.
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TESSY GEISS: [music fades out] Senior Millie Adams and Junior Ellie Lawson have

experienced a lot of things during their time at Huntington University. One experience

they did not expect was a struggle with how to save money during their years at HU.

Morgan Miller has the story.

‘TIL DEBT DO US PART: Seniors, Adam Roser and Millie Adams, come face to face
with the reality of the struggle of planning a wedding while paying for college

expenses. (Photo provided by Millie Adams)

MILLIE ADAMS: I have always been really good at saving money. I will pass up on little

things, but, when it comes to like the bigger purchases and I see something in the

 store, I’m like, “Oh I can use this,” and I’ll maybe use it maybe like, three times.

MILLER: That was senior Millie Adams. One of the ways Adams has saved up money this

year is knowing the right time to spend money. During the spring semester of her

senior year, she completely went off a meal plan that is affiliated with HU’s dining

commons. This saved her around a thousand dollars, which she put towards her

wedding dress.

ADAMS: I’m going to be going through a lot of changes. In the next couple of months

with moving out of my parent’s house and finding a house to live in, then obviously

getting married and stuff. That’s going to be a big change, but I think just with having to

pay for everything on my own from now on, that’s kind of scary.

MILLER: In college, students can gain intellect, grow into the adult version of

themselves, but one thing hits the hardest––graduating with no money in the bank

account. In a survey conducted at the HUB, 87% of 276 students said they find it hard

to save money while they are attending college. Adams has been experiencing these

struggles as she plans for her wedding in October 2019. Through the stress of deciding

how to spend money and not relying on her parents anymore, Millie believes she will be



successful with cash based on her past.

ADAMS: Growing up in my parent’s house I have seen how they have handled money,

and they have always seemed to not   get over that hump of living paycheck to

paycheck. I think seeing that has really helped me to save my money in the best ways

that I can, so I don’t have to live paycheck to paycheck some day. 

MILLER: Junior Ellie Lawson recently experienced a different challenge with money.

During the spring semester of 2019, Lawson studied abroad at Oxford University.

During the fall semester before she left for London, she worked enough to earn around

four thousand dollars, but it still wasn’t enough to cover her expenses.

ROYAL PAIN IN THE ARSE: Junior Ellie Lawson realized she would have
to pull out of her savings to attend a once-in-a-lifetime experience of

studying abroad in London. (Photo provided by Ellie Lawson)

ELLIE LAWSON: That [Oxford] actually really drained all of my savings money, and so

I’m kinda at square one as of right now. I’ll be working again to make sure  I have a nice

cushion for grad school.

MILLER: Lawson has spent the past three years working several different jobs including

the PLEX, Board and Brush at two locations, Game Day Crew, and cleaning houses.

She’s trying to earn as much money as she could at the fastest rate. Now with grad

school on the horizon, she is focused on making the same amount of money back in the

next year.

LAWSON: Right now, I have a short-time fear of not having enough money to go to, you

know, grad school either, you know, on the east coast or maybe even potentially

Europe, again, due to my lack of funds that have been drained throughout my college

career.

MILLER: Huntington University graduate of 2017, Shea Beauchamp, also struggled with

earning as much money as he could before classes would start in the fall.



BALLIN’ FOR A BUCK: Shea Beauchamp (top row, third from right) earns some extra money coaching after
graduating from Huntington University in 2017. (Photo provided by Shea Beauchamp)

SHEA BEAUCHAMP: I wasn’t really able to save money during college, mostly because

of being an athlete on campus that eliminated a lot of opportunities for me to make

money during the school year.

MILLER: Beauchamp would work six days a week during the summers to ensure that he

was able to pay rent, buy his textbooks and feed himself during the school year. Since

college sports would take up most of his time while attending HU, he said he had no

way to save money during college. Beauchamp says he followed these simple to save a

buck or two.

BEAUCHAMP: Just be smart about the experiences and the opportunities you have to

spend money with your friends. I know that college is a really fun time, but if you

eliminate a lot of those spendings throughout the week, that will still free up your

weekends to be able to go out and have some fun.

MILLER: Beauchamp lived a day-to-day lifestyle when he was in college and never really

thought about his future and what he would be doing after graduation.

BEAUCHAMP: I wanted to be around baseball when I graduated college, and now I’m

teaching PE and coaching baseball in Wabash. So I would say that I’m pretty content

even though I never pictured what my life would look like, just kinda rolling with the

punches.



MILLER: He knew that he was one of the rare few that was not stressed about his

future after graduating from Huntington University. For those who are, Michelle

Kristansen, the vice president of Stock Yards Bank & Trust Co. in Southern Indiana, met

with me to give some advice to college students.

MICHELLE KRISTANSEN: My advice would be as soon as you get a bank account, for

every paycheck you get to put ten percent of your paycheck into your savings account.

Over time this will become easier, and it will start to add up. By the time you graduate

your savings will allow you to have a great cushion to allow you to, you know, save up

for a house or start paying off student loans .

MILLER: Reporting from the Huntingtonian, Editor and chief, Morgan Miller.
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