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Ten minutes to spare

HEADLINE: Ten minutes to spare

WEB BLURB: In late summer 2015, Courtney Borton repeated to herself, “You’re not going to die. You’re not going to die,” as she and her Honda CRV

rolled three times in a Michigan cornfield. She escaped before the engine exploded and left with an altered perspective.

by Gina Eisenhut

[Music starts]

INTRODUCTION: People walk away from fender benders and small accidents every day. Not many drivers roll thrice in their vehicles before

their engines explode and live to tell the tale. In summer 2015, Courtney Borton survived a life-threatening car accident. Gina Eisenhut has the story on

how Courtney’s experience influences her as she enters her junior year.

GINA EISENHUT: It was July 27, 2015, when Courtney Borton left Comerica Bank after depositing $475 in cash while on her way to the Lenawee Social

Security Office. But she and her 2001 Honda CRV did not make it to the office that day.

COURTNEY BORTON: I had my GPS talking to me, and I was taking the turn too fast. And the GPS had said, “Turn left at Burton Road.”

EISENHUT: Borton said she glanced down at her phone on her passenger seat —where she had placed it to avoid texting and driving. When she looked

back up, her right front wheel was off the side of the road.

C. BORTON: I got nervous, so I jerked it back to the left onto the road. And then I lost control and started veering really bad, and I just had that moment

where I knew I was about to start flipping.

EISENHUT: She rolled three times, traveling 20 feet into a cornfield, where she landed driver’s side down.

C. BORTON: When I landed, it was one of the weirdest experiences of my life. I looked around, and it was my car, but everything was shattered.

EISENHUT: She expected to look down and discover that she had broken a leg. She was unscathed.
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C. BORTON: When I was laying on my side, the car started, like, smoking a little bit, and I was like, I should probably get out of this car. I was, like, super

calm about it.

EISENHUT: Borton sustained one of her injuries while emerging from the car. When crawling through her shattered dashboard, she cut her foot on a

shard of glass. In her state of shock, she didn’t even realize she was bleeding.

C. BORTON: Then I just kind of stood there for a second.

EISENHUT: It was the weirdest moment of her life.

C. BORTON: I was like, I can’t believe I’m walking out of this car.

EISENHUT: Borton then walked back to the road, trying repeatedly to reach her mom, dad or

brother. Three voicemails. Drivers, unable to see her car behind the tall stalks of corn, sped by. She

finally decided to call the police for help. While on the phone with dispatch, a driver noticed the

smoke and stopped.

C. BORTON: I hung up, and then I looked over, and the guy was like, “Ma’am, look at your car!” I’d

been hearing these big, loud popping sounds, and all of a sudden, we heard a really big one, and

then we saw the car go up in flames.

EISENHUT: Two fire trucks, two police cars and an ambulance arrived at the scene. Borton finally

reached her grandma, and she alerted Borton’s mom, who had been mowing the lawn and unable

to hear her daughter’s calls. When Borton’s family met her on the scene, she broke down.

C. BORTON: That was when I started to, like, kind of cry, and I think I was in shock too.

EISENHUT: EMS kept telling Borton to sit down, because they were convinced she had to be hurt from the accident. She refused to leave the scene in an

ambulance.

C. BORTON: The EMS guy came out, and he was like, “You can go sit in the ambulance. It’s air conditioned.” And I’m like, “Nu-huh, I’ve seen those TV

shows. The minute I get in the ambulance, you’re going to shut the door on me, and you’re going to ship me off, and I’m not going.”

EISENHUT: The EMS told Borton’s parents that they needed to take her to the hospital to test for hidden injuries. Four hours later, Borton’s parents took

her to the hospital, where they immediately strapped her in a neck brace and pushed her in a wheelchair into the trauma unit. Borton was ticked.

C. BORTON: “Are you kidding me right now? I’m fine!”

EISENHUT: One of nurses informed her that this treatment was protocol for accidents of her caliber. After getting an IV and a CT scan, Borton returned

home with the diagnosis of a mild concussion, the cut on her foot and a shoulder rash from her seatbelt. Yes, she was fortunately wearing her seatbelt.

Freshmen Patrick T’Kindt, who has worked for two years as a certified volunteer firefighter for the Huntertown Fire Department, said Borton’s seat belt

could have saved her life.

T’KINDT: That type of accident, I would say, is one of the worser accidents we see. Seat belts save more lives than people think. If she wasn’t, she

could’ve flown out of the car as it was rolling and gotten crushed by the car.

EISENHUT: T’Kindt also said that, in his experience, accident victims like Borton usually sustain more serious injuries.

T’KINDT: With rollovers, typically, we do see injuries. She is kind of lucky. If the dash had collapsed in enough, there’s a chance they would have to cut

her out, and that could take minutes, that could take hours.

EISENHUT: Because Borton’s car exploded ten minutes later, this could have led to disaster, an idea that haunts her and her family today.

C. BORTON: Just the fact that I was that careless, I guess, with my own life and how that affected them. I saw how my mom was and how my dad

was about everything. So I think that was the worst part of all of it. It wasn’t the crash or anything — but just knowing what I could’ve done to my

family dynamic.

EISENHUT: The Bortons have family friends that lost a son, and Courtney says it’s like there’s a huge hole in their world.

BORTON: And I was just like, Oh my gosh, I could’ve done that.

EISENHUT: I also spoke with Borton’s mom, Darlene, by phone, to get her insight on how the accident influenced her daughter.



OLD CVR: Courtney Borton and her

mom visited the junk yard to get a

closer look at her 2001 Honda CRV

after she rolled in it thrice and its

engine exploded. (Photo provided by

Courtney Borton)

NEW CRV: Borton poses with her

new 2001 Honda CRV. She

crashed her first CRV in summer

2015 but purchased the same

year and model as a replacement.

(Photo by Gina Eisenhut)

D. BORTON: I know she seems to text us a lot, tell us she loves us a lot — that’s been more. She said she’s guilty about what could have been, you know,

how she put more stress on us.

EISENHUT: Borton said that the accident effected how she spent the rest of summer. She passed more time at home, and her friends came to her.

C. BORTON: There were a lot more hugs, a lot more, like, quality family time together.

EISENHUT: Borton and Darlene visited the junk yard two days after

the accident to get a closer look at what was left of her CRV.

Borton said the experience was very difficult for her mom, who said

she felt sick when they saw the burned interior.

C. BORTON: When we actually went and looked inside of it, and she

thought of me being in that seat, and if I couldn’t have gotten out —

that was the worst part for her, because I don’t think she’d thought of

me being burnt to death.

D. BORTON: I’m just thankful that God does have all of us under His

control. And, you know, He’s watching over each and every one of us,

and you really see it when you look at something like that that could

have been so so much worse. Life is so much more precious now

EISENHUT: Darlene, who is now two hours from her daughter in

Somerset, Mich., said her daughter’s return to college has been

different than the past two years.

D. BORTON: I tell her not to drive anymore. I tell her to stay close to

school. Just knowing that Courtney is now away from us again, I just

tell her be safe, you know, keep your phone away way from you, don’t

answer it while you’re driving.

EISENHUT: Although Courtney got behind the wheel the day after her accident, she said she now hates driving and even riding in a vehicle has made

her cry.

C. BORTON: Later, when I was in cars, and even now, if I feel like we’re going off the road, or I feel that “whoosh” in my stomach, I start crying. And I’m

not that scared, and I’m not that sad, but just because of what happened, I think, I just immediately start crying.

EISENHUT: Professor of psychology Tanner Babb said Borton’s response is typical of someone who experienced a life-threatening incident.

BABB: It’s emotional, many times, the reactions you see with PTSD. It’s not rational or logical, and that’s where she might be in a perfectly safe situation,

but something would trigger those emotions.

EISENHUT: In early August, Borton rode in a vehicle with her boyfriend and a friend during a nine-hour trip to Pennsylvania.

C. BORTON: I hated that entire car ride. I slept for a little bit during it, but I cried for a lot of it.

EISENHUT: Borton refuses to allow her friends to use their phones while driving now. She admitted to texting and driving herself before the accident,

but after one downward glance at her phone landed her in a cornfield, she’s less tolerant.

C. BORTON: I use to not say anything, like whatever, they’ll be careful. But now I’m like, “Get off your phone! Put it away!” Or I take it from them.

EISENHUT: Before Borton returned to Huntington, she purchased a new vehicle — one that was identical to the one she crashed. Same year. Same

model. Same color.

C. BORTON: People were like, “I can’t believe you got the same car after you flipped it.” I was like, only the hood dented in a little bit, like, any car that

you can roll over three times and just the hood dents in a little bit with the foundation, like, I felt pretty safe.

EISENHUT: Babb said there may be more to Borton’s decision, however. He said it may be her way of trying to forget the accident.

BABB: If it’s a different car, then it’s a reminder that something happened every time she sees that car. That may kind of be her way of coping, where

you know, I want to make things right, [Music starts] I want to make things feel as normal as possible.



EISENHUT: This is Gina Eisenhut, reporting for The Huntingtonian.

[Music fades]
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