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WEB BLURB:  In a time where smartphones are the “in” thing, some students struggle to make the upgrade.

By CM Melin

[Hello by Adele begins to play]

LOGAN HUNT: You look to your left and see a friend on their iPhone 6. You glance to your right to see another friend

scrolling aimlessly through Yik Yak on their Samsung Galaxy S7. You then tuck your out-of-date flip phone to your

body as an 8-bit version of Snake awaits your next move. [Music fading out] How do you fit in on campus when the

students around you live their upgraded lives? CM Melin has the story.

[Cell phone vibrates]

CM MELIN: Dictionary.com defines a smartphone as a device that combines a cell phone with a hand-held computer,

typically offering Internet access, data storage, email capability, etc. In 2016 one may find it a nuisance to be carrying

around an outdated cell phone. Senior Jacob Siegel, however, has no problem with it.

JACOB SIEGEL: I grew up in Russia for awhile and all the way through high school with missionaries and stuff. It was a

pretty regular thing for missionary kids to have — what do you call them — dumb phones or whatever. Growing up I
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didn’t think anything of it. I didn’t think I was a minority because my friends had similar phones to me and stuff.

MELIN: But Siegel noticed a difference once he came to America.

SIEGEL: I didn’t see anything wrong with it there [Russia]. But then I came to America during ninth grade year, and I

realized I was kind of a minority in that.

MELIN: Siegel isn’t the only international and missionary kid student who is on the “outside.” From the Huntington

University students polled, 41 percent of the international students used a non-smartphone as their primary phone

while only 13 percent of non-International students used a smartphone as their primary phone.

MELIN: But those numbers have not influenced Siegel to upgrade his phone.

SIEGEL: My dad’s friend gave this phone to me. So it’s free of charge, and he pays for the contract and stuff, so it’s just

kind of a free phone. Just this year I got an iPod that I use for things that I would use a smartphone for.

MELIN: As I asked more around campus, I learned that Siegel was not the only student who uses an iPod in place of a

smartphone.

BENJAMIN CRANE: I do actually have an iPod that I got from my sister that’s connected to WiFi. So that sort of acts

like a smartphone.

MELIN: Not having a smartphone allows for Sophomore Film major Benjamin Crane to focus more in his classes.

CRANE: Having a flip phone does have benefits. You’re less tempted in class to look on Facebook or whatever

because with a smartphone it’s like all you have to do is press two buttons and you’re on Facebook.

MELIN: With a flip phone it can take five different button presses to access Facebook.

CRANE:  It’s a little more inconvenient, which is more beneficial when I’m supposed to be paying attention in class …

MELIN: Mary Ruthi, professor of sociology at Huntington University, has noticed the distractions that come along

with having a smartphone.

MARY RUTHI: I think for some people in some

classes, it can be distracting. People are so used to

texting and looking for stuff on the Internet all the

time that it’s hard to turn that off when you come to

class. Unless you actually turn the phone off or put it

in your backpack of something, I think it’s almost

impossible to resist the temptation. “Let’s just check

and see, I think I got a text,” and then you respond to

that, and then you get another one, and respond to

that, then suddenly it’s ten minutes later, your



FRUSTRATION: Mary Ruthi, professor of sociology, struggles to gain the
attention of her population studies class as they continue to focus on their
smartphones. (Photo by CM Melin)

APPLES VS. ORANGES: Cell phones have become more of a convenience for
selfies and Twitter than actual phone calls and text messages. (Photo provided
by majahuse.com)

that, then suddenly it’s ten minutes later, your

professor is glaring at you, and you have no idea

what is going on in class, and that’s not good.

MELIN: But for junior Jaclyn Van Duzer, having a

smart phone makes her life more manageable.

JACLYN VAN DUZER: I have one pretty much so I can keep up on social media and answer like emails and stuff

because I’m so involved with different things that it’s really important that I’m able to like get in contact with people

through the different social media apps through email or whatever.

MELIN: But Van Duzer also has experienced the

negative side of having a smart phone as well.

VAN DUZER: I feel like I get bogged down a lot just

because like I’ll be in class and my phone will

constantly be buzzing and it’s very distracting and I

already have ADD so it’s like another thing added on

to that to make it a little more difficult.

MELIN: Whether one uses a smartphone or a non-

smartphone, one can see the negatives that come

with both. [Telephone by Lady Gaga fades in] During a

time where college students look under their car

seats for dimes and nickels, maybe having a “dumb”

phone is the smart choice in the end.  Reporting for

the Huntingtonian, CM Melin. [Music plays for 10 seconds, then fades out]
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