
ENGAGED AND READY: Steven Brown and Addalyn Patrick huddle
together, smiling, knowing their wedding is coming closer and closer.

(Photo provided by Addalyn Patrick)

   

Audio: I do at HU

WEB BLURB: Most college students think about graduation plans, what homework they
have, or what kind of internship should they apply for. But these HU undergrads are
thinking about catering a wedding, what kind of flowers to choose, and the perfect guest list.

By Laura Caicedo

ALYSSA KOCHEL: Huntington campus is flooded with couples during what some call
“Freshman mating season.” [Music fades in] Engaged couples have a different set of worries:
juggling school with wedding planning, and the weight of a new lifetime
commitment.  Laura Caicedo has the story of a sophomore couple planning a summer
wedding, a newly married couple, and a senior preparing her nuptials.

[Music fades out]

LAURA CAICEDO: Sophomores Addalyn Patrick and Steven Brown have had a long way to go
until they reached their engagement. She said yes on December 22, 2017, in their hometown
park under the moonlit sky. But first, they had to win their parents’ acceptance.

PATRICK: We decided to get engaged because we’ve known for a while now that we are
gonna spend the rest of our lives with each other. We like, took the perspective on it like, “If
you know, you know, so, why wait?” I think there’s two perspectives you can take on it like,
“If you know, you know, so what’s the rush?” or “If you know, you know, so why wait?” So
that was the side we took.

CAICEDO: Her parents weren’t sure
about them marrying since they are so
young.

PATRICK: Yeah, we’re younger, but I
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COFFEE DATE: The Kims, Natania and Junoh, pose together at a café, sharing life and a
warm cup. (Provided by Junoh Kim)

think we’re like, both mature, and like,
wiser than a typical 20-year-old. Our
parents have told us that, and all
throughout our relationship people
have told us that.

CAICEDO: Patrick and Brown didn’t
want to cause any family issues due to
their decision.

BROWN: Most of the main concerns
are like where are we gonna live during
break, how are we going to make
money while we’re at school and
having kids. Because I’m planning on
going to school after undergrad. So,
having kids will prove difficult for that
because she’d be working and I’d be
going to school.

CAICEDO: Patrick says that, as
Christians, they don’t find anything in
the Bible that tells them an age limit
for marriage, and neither through

prayer was there a denial.

PATRICK: God was never giving us a no. So, because it was what we wanted and we never
heard a for sure “no,” we said “yes.”

CAICEDO: Next semester, being juniors, newlyweds and soccer players, Patrick and Brown
plan to live in the married housing on campus and see the sport as their job during the fall.

PATRICK: The benefit is that instead of , like,when we’re both living in different dorms, and
doing our own homework, living our own lives and like, texting each other — “Hey, is your
lounge open?” — in order to meet up. Those in-between conversations don’t have to happen
because we’re both gonna be “When we’re home, we’re home.” So, if we want to go talk to
each other, need to tell each other something, we’re right there and we’re just like doing
everything together instead of living separate lives and then meeting once in a while to talk
about it.

CAICEDO: Junoh and Natania Kim, both 23, are a newly married couple that is experiencing
life together right now.

JUNOH: I’m more committed now to spend more time with my wife instead of just doing my
own thing, spending my own time. But now I talk to my wife, “Hey, let’s do this” or “let’s do
that.” Now we make decisions together.

CAICEDO: The Kims
got married last
summer after dating
for two years. Both
now seniors, they try
to juggle their
marriage, school
work, and their own



jobs together and
making it work. But
more than just the
financial part, they
think age is not a
primary factor in
taking the big step.

NATANIA: A lot of
people maybe base
what’s okay off their
parents’ standards.
My mom got married
at 23, so I’ve always
thought, “Oh it
doesn’t really matter, age isn’t really huge, I doesn’t make a difference if you’re mature
enough.” Like Junoh said, and everybody is kind of mature at different ages. I wouldn’t say
I’m mature enough for marriage, I wouldn’t say that I’m , like, there, but I still feel like we’ve
been okay. At our age, we are doing alright.

CAICEDO: Both think that economic issues shouldn’t be a factor when making the decision
to get married.

JUNOH: My friends around me — some of them told me it’s probably wiser to get married
after you graduate college — and after you get a job. There are a lot of people who get
married and then they lose jobs. So, if your marriage is only stable when your financial
condition is stable, then it’s not really a …

NATANIA: … good foundation.

JUNOH: It doesn’t matter if you make enough money, for living or not. It doesn’t matter if
you have a kid or not. It doesn’t matter if you’re still going to college. We are ready for
marriage and other factors are just other factors, it doesn’t affect …

NATANIA: Choice.

JUNOH: Yeah.

CAICEDO: Still, they highly valued their parents’ opinion when discussing marriage.

JUNOH: My parents didn’t know Natania as much as her parents knew me. I spent a lot of
quality time with her parents before our relationship got serious — before I asked her to
marry me — so they already knew me well. They knew we would make a good fit, to each
other in our life, and we’d be fine living together.

CAICEDO: Though Junoh’s parents were excited for both, her mom was the most excited
since she was finally getting a daughter-in-law. His dad took a more realistic approach. He
was concerned about how he would provide for both of them, but at the same time he
respected Junoh’s decision and was on-board with their marriage.

NATANIA: I think it helped too when I met his parents. I went last spring break to South
Korea and just kind of getting to know them on a more personal level really helped. But I
found that, like, me and his mom bonded the most even though she didn’t speak any English,
but we just really bonded I feel like. It was a really good weekend.

CAICEDO: Though getting married does take a toll on your pocket, it is also pertinent to



know when you are ready.

NATANIA: It’s also important to trust the people around you, like the voices who you trust
in your life. Whether that be friends, like, spiritual mentors or your parents — but just trust
their opinions — because they know you best and if they’re kind of saying, “I wouldn’t
recommend going down that road,” then I think I would just encourage somebody to highly
consider what they’re saying.

CAICEDO: With a baby boy on the way due in August, their plans after graduation have
slightly changed.

JUNOH: Getting married is a big step too, but getting a baby is … like, right now, I’m feeling
like it’s changing everything that I had planned, but I’m okay with it because I was ready for
it.

CAICEDO: Being prepared for them means knowing that anything can be possible in their
marriage: from a baby to losing a job, and other day-to-day struggles. But their parental
figure’s support will help them overcome those things together.

JUNOH: We are getting a lot of support from her parents and my parents, not only
financially but emotionally. They’re there for us when we need them, they will help us to go
through tough situations. It really, really helps me when I make a decision because now they
are becoming my parents and we’ll spend holidays together. It’s a really big deal.

MICHAEL ROWLEY: Have a good fight.

CAICEDO: That was Michael Rowley, chair of the Department of Communication.

ROWLEY: Do not walk down that aisle unless you’ve had a good knock-down, drag-out —
hopefully not physical — with that significant other.

CAICEDO: Rowley emphasizes maturity and how college students are still figuring out what
they want, who they want to be.

ROWLEY: Two people can be right for each other, but it doesn’t mean you’re “right” right
now. Many times the right person may not necessarily be the right time. Both need time to
grow, mature, those sorts of things.

CAICEDO: He also wants students to check their motives for marrying right before they even
consider to pop the question.

ROWLEY: Particularly at HU, there are some students that may have the mindset of, “Okay,
you look good and I look good,” Okay, so we like each other physically here and, “You love
Jesus and I love Jesus, so that’s all we need!” Okay, that’s baloney, that is not true. There are
many, many couples out there that both love the Lord and five, six, ten, twenty years later,
they’re getting a divorce.

CAICEDO: Rowley thinks Jesus is essential to have at the center of a relationship, but there
are other elements people need to think about. Everything from finances to childbearing, to
the culture from which they’ve come, and not necessarily ethnic culture, but the culture in
terms of their lifestyle.

ROWLEY: Every once in a while, you’re just going to find folks that just have the emotional,
physical, spiritual maturity that some other folks don’t.

CAICEDO: Dustin Riechmann, who has a bachelors in engineering and owns
engagedmarriage.com, spoke in a phone interview about conflict also, and how it affects a



young married couple’s relationship.

RIECHMANN: I think that if you have not been together for very long, it’s just a lack of
maturity in how you communicate with each other, and it can definitely create some issues.
I think all those things can be overcome if you do a lot of preparation before you get
married, and make sure that the big issues are covered before you actually set a date and
decide to get married.

CAICEDO: He thinks that is important for couples to deal with big issues before they decide
to get married. He also identifies the advantages of marrying while being young.

RIECHMANN: A sense of security. So if you are both confident that you want to be with each
other for the rest of your life, there’s really not a compelling reason to wait. I think,
economically, it can be better if you can combine into one household.

CAICEDO: Riechmann mentions that investing as a couple when younger is easier to do,
especially before they have children. It sets them up for better prosperity and a healthier
retirement. It helps them start their “adult lives” a little bit earlier as a couple.

SELINA POHL: I am getting married on July 6th.

CAICEDO: That’s Selina Pohl, senior history and pre-law major. Her story is a bit different
from other couples marrying during college since both she and her fiancé decided to get
married six months into dating.

POHL: My friends thought I was crazy [Laugh]. They thought I was absolutely crazy because I
am so young and because we haven’t been together that long.

CAICEDO: They started to date the summer after they met at one of Pohl’s friends birthday
luncheon.

POHL: I was totally not about dating anybody, and I was like, “No! I’m gonna spend the
whole year by myself and independent.”

CAICEDO: Both of their friends had a different idea, so they tried to set them up.

POHL: We went on a date and after that, he said it was a wrap and he knew that he wanted
to marry me. Then a few dates later I said the same.

CAICEDO: Though her after-graduation plans have changed, she still is thinking about grad
school, but now it’s about “team effort.”

POHL: We want to go to grad school. He wants to go to seminary school, and I would like to
go and get my masters in history, or maybe a teaching degree. And of course, you have, like,
stresses, like, financial and stuff, but that stuff is easy, you just get a job and pay the bills.

CAICEDO: With her soon-to-be spouse not being an undergraduate at Huntington, she finds
her last semester to be more about her friends since she will be busier after marrying.

POHL: I think we would have the tendency to be together all the time, and even though he
would be with me and with my friends, it’s different when you’re just with your girlfriends.

[Music fades in]

CAICEDO: Though her friends’ support helped her to make her decision, it was through
reflection that she took the last step.

POHL: I say, if you know you know, why spend so much time waiting?



WE ARE READY!: Kálmán Máté and soon-to-be Mrs. Máté, Selina
Pohl, pose together at their engagement party. (Photo provided by

Selina Pohl)

CAICEDO: This is Laura Caicedo,
reporting for the Huntingtonian.

[Music fades out]
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