
From Force to Forester

After graduating from Huntington University in 1998, Justin Faw served on the Marion Police Department for nearly 21 years,
working detective cases and balancing his family life with his career. A year and a half ago, Faw returned to his alma mater as its
newest chief of police, and he couldn’t be happier.

By Michael Lehman | May 14, 2019

[Intro]

[Music fades in for three seconds]

JAZLYN RUST: On a wall facing Justin Faw’s desk rests a homemade wooden plaque carved into the shape of the state of

Indiana. [Music fades out] The plaque bears two items: the first, a red, white and blue patch that reads “Connersville Indiana

Police,” and the second, a shiny gold badge with the title “captain” engraved in blue lettering. The plaque commemorates Faw’s

father. His career continues to inspire Faw, who is entering his second year as the chief of police at Huntington University. Michael

Lehman has the story.

MICHAEL LEHMAN: As a former member of the police force [police siren] and a current Forester welcomed by students [cheers

from chapel service], HU chief of police Justin Faw has a lot of roles under his belt.

Michael Lehman
Aspiring Journalist. Photography Enthusiast. Amateur Fiction Writer.
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ARTHUR WILSON: On the count of three, we’re going to sing happy birthday to chief Faw, who keeps us safe and puts his life on

the line every day — one, two, three!

LEHMAN: That was Reverend Arthur Wilson, who, during a chapel service in February, led students in song to celebrate Faw’s

45th birthday.

STUDENTS: Happy birthday to you! Happy birthday to you! Happy birthday dear Justin. [Mumbles, laughs.] Happy birthday to you!

WILSON: Happy birthday, chief Faw. Awesome.

[Students applaud]

LEHMAN: Chief of police. Fellow Forester. Proud son. These are just three aspects of Faw’s multidimensional identity.

JUSTIN FAW: My dad always tried to steer me away from police work, I’ll be honest with you. He didn’t think — I mean, he

thought it was a good job, but he didn’t really want me or my brother to go into that job because of the dangers of it, really.

LEHMAN: As Faw says these words, he’s seated in one of the two chairs facing the desk in his office in Wright Hall — an office

from which he oversees more than a dozen local police officers who patrol HU.

FAW: My brother’s in the Coast Guard, so he does some police work in the Coast Guard, with drug interdiction and stuff. It’s in my

family. My cousin’s a police officer. So, my dad ended up being the chief of police his last four years.

LEHMAN: Faw’s father worked for the police department in his hometown of Connersville, Indiana, where he grew up playing

sports and games like “cops and robbers” in the backyard. Connersville lies 100 miles — about a two-hour drive — south of HU,

where Faw decided to go to college. Since HU lacked a criminal justice major at the time, Faw studied physical education with an

intent to enter law enforcement after graduation.

FOLLOWING HIS FOOTSTEPS : Justin Faw’s father served as

the chief of police for nearly 21 years in his hometown of

Connersville, Ind. Today, Faw, 45, keeps a plaque

commemorating his father’s career on a wall he can see from his

office desk. (Photo by Michael Lehman)
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FAW: I had a goal of always wanting to be a police chief, and I didn’t really care where that was. I was going to try to get me a

police chief job at some point in time in my career. And, lo and behold, the police chief job at Huntington, Indiana, opened up, and

— and here we are.

LEHMAN: Here we are. Faw’s police chief position at HU is predated by two decades of work at the Marion Police Department,

where he first secured a job a year before graduating from HU in 1998.

FAW: So, I was supposed to graduate in ’97, but I had got hired as a police officer and still needed to transfer — I, I needed to

take a class and transfer a credit, so my graduating year was ’98.

LEHMAN: Marion was just one of about 150 police departments to which Faw applied during college. Faw describes his 20-year

career in Marion as quote, “very blessed.” He may not have been the force’s chief or deputy chief, but during that time he was just

about everything else: patrolman, corporal, sergeant, lieutenant, captain, SWAT team member, and detective.

FAW: Yes, I was a detective for about 16 years total out of my 20, uh, almost 21, so I did it for a long time. I’m a certified crime

scene tech in the state of Indiana, so I did it for a long time. Um, I’ve worked … literally hundreds upon hundreds of child molest

ON THE CASE: Faw, 27, became a detective

during his fifth year with the Marion Police

Department. He says he dearly misses this

cruiser, which he drove at the time. (Photo

provided by Justin Faw)
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cases and serious felony cases, to include robbery and murder.

LEHMAN: At just 27 years old, Faw was five years into his career when he entered this kind of detective work. He went on to

become a certified child forensic interviewer.

FAW: Yeah. I mean, I’ve always said this to people that’ve asked me about those types of cases: “I never forget those cases.” I

mean, I might forget names and stuff like that, but I never forget the actions of — what people did, and it amazes me … uh … the

things that humans do to other humans. It really amazes me.

LEHMAN: Faw says this put a lot of stress on him and his family. But this past January, he was able to use some of this

specialized detective knowledge for a more laid-back cause: to teach an elective class at HU on the criminology of serial killers.

MARK WESSELDYK: He was very well-educated about every topic. And it was cool because he gave insight about what police

officers look for at murder scenes.

LEHMAN: That’s Mark Wesseldyk, one of the HU students who took the class. It was the first J-term course Faw had ever taught,

and a number of students say they enjoyed taking the course.

WESSELDYK: Oh yeah. He talked about his police days down in Marion, and he told us a couple of his cases, which were about a

couple of the murders and how he was finding out who he was and finding every known detail about him.

LEHMAN: Faw’s current plans for his 2020 J-term? “The study of organized crime and the American mafia.” He currently teaches

one class a semester for HU’s criminal justice department and says the biggest difference between the force and the Forest is the

way he’s felt warmly-received by HU students. His 10-year-old son has felt it, too.

FAW: I mean, it’s just — it’s just a good place. It was a good fit for me. I’d like nothing more than for my son to grow up around you

students that enjoy God, and enjoy worshiping. Heck, he loves eating in the dining commons. He thinks he’s doing big stuff going

there into that dining commons. It’s just a good fit, I think, for my family.

LEHMAN: Faw’s work environment in Marion was drastically different.

FAW: The biggest difference is the people that I come into contact with here on campus. You know, I talk to you guys when I’m

eating lunch over in the dining commons, you know. It’s – it’s nice to have people interact with you in a pleasant way instead of

maybe cursing at you.

LEHMAN: This is a common sentiment shared by police officers who have transitioned from a public police department to a

college campus setting. Rick Garrett, the chief of police at Anderson University, said in an email interview that this is because

campus police work with a much more concentrated population. Garrett went from patrolling 450 square miles on a police force to

patrolling two square miles around Anderson University. Garrett says, “A campus allows the opportunity to be personally involved

— from a community policing perspective — to address quality of life issues that impact safety on campus, which has a positive

effect on crime reduction.” Like Faw, Garrett says he feels appreciated by the small college community he serves.

FAW: I’ve always enjoyed the close-knit community — the 1.2 mile circle.

LEHMAN: During his years on the Marion Police Department, Faw found that balancing work with family life was challenging.

FAW: In the higher-up ranks during the latter part of my career, you are quote, “married to the job.” My cell phone would go off

24/7, called in. I’m missing my son’s baseball games and basketball games — football games. Missing out on date night with my

wife, or I’m heading to date night with my wife, and my phone goes off, and we got to turn around and go back. I would say that

one of the biggest objects to overcome is, can you keep your family intact while you’re doing it?”

LEHMAN: For Faw, that’s a yes. Photos of his smiling wife and their three children sit in a cluster on a filing cabinet in his office.

His oldest two step-children graduated from college and are out in the workforce, and his 10-year-old son is on his way. While

Faw’s new job may be easier on his family, he says it’s still difficult in many ways.

FAW: Probably my stress level is a tad bit lower than what it was — not that this job is not stressful at all. Because it is. I mean, I

— I’m telling you, I worry about lots of things with our — with our campus community. I worry about missing persons, about an

active shooter. I worry about suicidal threats. Things like that never leave my mind, and I hope that, you know, God don’t ever

allow that to happen here, but those are the most stressful things I think about here at our campus.

LEHMAN: Faw has worked with faculty members and groups like HU’s Student Government Association to create measures he

hopes will improve campus safety. During his own college career at HU, Faw played baseball under coach Mike Frame, who he

says pushed him and his teammates to grow many lifelong values. He also has fond memories of snowball fights, shooting pool,

and playing “night golf” with glow-in-the-dark golf balls.



All photos and text on this website are my own.

Create a free website or blog at WordPress.com.

[Golf club swing]

LEHMAN: Today, Faw’s hobbies include spending time with family and sports. He travels all over the state of Indiana refereeing

high school football and boy’s and girl’s basketball. In February, he refereed the IHSAA state finals for girl’s basketball in

Indianapolis. He also describes himself as an, quote, “avid golfer.”

FAW: I mean, I’m not gonna give anybody any lessons or anything, but, uh … I’m an avid golfer.

[outro music grows louder]

LEHMAN: Faw considers himself blessed to be working as the chief of police at HU at such a young age.

FAW: Still “young” by virtue of police work, so-to-speak. This was the right job opportunity for me to look into.

LEHMAN: From The Huntingtonian, I’m Michael Lehman reporting. [outro music fades out]
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