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Free-Fallin’

Shelby Price was trapped in the Becker elevator twice in one semester. What gives?

By Coby Solms | May 7, 2019

GOING UP? The shiny silver buttons that call the talking Becker elevator. (Photo by Coby Solms)

[Music enters “ON THE BUTTON” by ANDY QUIN]

[INTRO]

[Music plays softly through the story]

BROOKS WALKER: Have you ever gotten in an elevator and been concerned that you might not make it out the same way you entered

it? Well, imagine getting stuck in an elevator not once, but twice, in the same exact elevator. Shelby Price sat down with Coby Solms to

recount her harrowing experiences with the notorious Becker Hall elevator.

SHELBY PRICE: So the first time I got stuck in the elevator was with my friends,

Emma, Sean, and Charlie when we were filming for our cinematography class.

COBY SOLMS: They had assignments that they had to do during class, and everybody

was using the elevator, so it kept going up and down.

PRICE: And we got on it and it shook really bad and dropped a little bit. And then all

the lights turned off. Then they came back on and that one was a really short time—we

weren’t stuck in there for very long probably like thirty seconds or so.

SOLMS: But it was terrifying still because it did drop and shook really bad. It opened

and they ran out and they warned everybody not to use it…
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SMILE: Shelby Price smiles at the camera near

a bright red bush in front of Becker Hall,

where she was trapped for thirty minutes.

(Photo provided by Shelby Price)

TRAPPED: This is an example of how the elevator doors don’t stop

for even an arm. (Photo—and arm—provided by Coby Solms)

and they ran out and they warned everybody not to use it…

PRICE: … and we swear we’d never use it again. And then like we got out of class and

used it because still lazy and I hate the stairs.

SOLMS: Becker Hall elevator is known for being out of service, but other students

have had worse experiences than having to take the stairs. In an observation over a

three-month time-period, seven students experienced elevator problems in Becker

Hall. Price knows more about the inside of the elevator than most other students.

PRICE: Then the second time which was the bad time was I needed to turn in a check

to Jason. So I went upstairs and I was working the equipment center at the time. And I

got in the elevator ’cause I was lazy. And got up to Jason. He wasn’t there, of course.

Well, before I went down in the elevator I had to go up to the third floor to pick up a sandbag for my boss.

SOLMS: When she got back into the elevator on the third floor, to return to the first floor, it shook and dropped, lost power and became

eerily silent.

PRICE: I was like, “Well this isn’t good at all.” And so I pressed the alarm. And nothing happened. It rang. I guess something happened. It

rang but that was it. It didn’t call anybody and then I tried to press the phone call button.

SOLMS: And it rang for two… times. [PHONE SFX]

PRICE: I pressed the phone call button and it rang twice. And then it said no one is available to take your call. And it hung up on me. I

was like, “Oh good!”

SOLMS: Not only did the elevator’s built-in phone not call emergency services, but her phone was also nearing twenty percent in an

area where cellular service is typically hard to get. She didn’t have a way to keep her cell phone charged. Luckily, she was able to get

connected to a cell tower to call her boss, Stephan Hughes, to let him know that she was in a bit of a pickle.

PRICE: And so I called Stephan and I’m like, “Hey I’m not ditching work I’m stuck in the elevator, and I don’t know where I’m stuck at.”

And he goes, “Hold on I’ll come out.” And I could hear him hitting the door and it was below me. So I was stuck between the first and

second floor. And then after he called campus police, I called campus police, maintenance finally showed up, like, mmm—twenty or so

minutes later.

SOLMS: Just when she thought this repeated nightmare was over…

PRICE: And it shook, turned back on. All the lights came on and it went up. I was like no-no don’t want to go up. Let me back down. I

went all the way up and then it dropped again down between the first and second floor.

SOLMS: The doors started to open, and she saw just brick. She couldn’t get out because she was stuck in between floors again.

Thinking that this was her demise, Price FaceTimed her friend

Jennifer [FACETIME SFX] and had her stay on the phone while

the elevator continued its antics. Finally, she got near the first

floor and the doors opened four or five inches to give her a

glimmer of hope and freedom, only to have the door slam itself

shut once more.

PRICE: And then it finally went down to 1R which is the reverse

door and it opened, and I ran as fast as I could and I ran into the

maintenance guy that was fixing it and he goes, “Oh my gosh I

didn’t know anybody was in here.” I was like, “Uh yeah I was in

here. Thanks for fixing it” and then I walked away.

SOLMS: Price has an unlucky history with elevators, but she

keeps getting in them anyway.

PRICE: Outside of Huntington, I got stuck in an elevator when I was like—seven or eight with two pregnant ladies that were about to

burst like any second. And I didn’t know how to do a pregnancy—I had no idea how to help somebody in labor. So that was terrifying. I

was stuck in that one for, like, fifteen minutes.



was stuck in that one for, like, fifteen minutes.

SOLMS: When it happened to Price the first time at Huntington University with her friends, she wasn’t all that scared and found it to be

mildly amusing. Her friend, Charlie proclaimed it was “like an episode of Criminal Minds!” It stayed mostly in place and didn’t fall.

However, the second time it did fall, and she ended up going airborne as it plummeted to the basement of Becker. [GOING DOWN SFX]

PRICE: And after everything is shut off I just kind of sat there for a second it was like, “Oh no, I don’t know how to get out of here.” So I

actually, like, I’ve watched enough movies that I know that there’s usually, like, an escape door in the ceiling. And so I tried to figure out

how on earth I would climb that, and I couldn’t figure it out.

SOLMS: Price isn’t the only DMA student on campus who has been trapped in the Becker elevator. An HU Broadcast major, who asked

to remain anonymous, has also experienced getting trapped in the Becker elevator.

ANONYMOUS: I have only been trapped in the Becker elevator once in the four years I’ve been here. Unfortunately, it was late at

night, though. I don’t like the stairs in Becker—they’re unevenly spaced and I always trip over them, therefore I just take the elevator.

SOLMS: In an email interview with Marcie Nofziger, HU’s Director of Facilities, I asked her a few questions about the elevators on

campus to dispel the rumors that a lot of students hear from their peers. According to Nofziger, they typically only have a major issue

with an elevator about once a month. She said, “In (the) three years I have been here we have not had any major breakdowns that

couldn’t be resolved in a few hours.” She also mentioned that the operating licenses for all fourteen elevators on campus are kept in the

maintenance office because it would be very time consuming to keep the licenses up to date with the yearly inspections they receive

from the state.

SOLMS: This has been Coby Solms, reporting for The Huntingtonian.
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