
Four Foresters: One Family

 

 

WEB BLURB: The Fiechter family has four students—Thany, Bess, Dan and Sarah—
currently at HU. And there are potentially two more on the way. What’s it like to share the
college experience with your brothers and sisters?

By Miranda Palmer

[music starts] (We are family)

INTRODUCTION: A close sibling relationship looks something like this: vicious arguing
one minute, uncontrollable laughter the next. Senior Thany Fiechter and junior Bess
Fiechter go through this cycle, especially since they both attend HU. This year, the
Fiechters have added two more siblings to campus, a sophomore and a freshman, so one
Fiechter is in each grade. Miranda Palmer has the story.

MIRANDA PALMER: The last day of the semester started for Thany Fiechter with bad
news about a class. Then he got into a fight with his sister Bess when they were packing
the car to go home.

THANY FIECHTER: It’s like negative six degrees out, and my car is completely filled with
things, and I can’t get all my stuff in because all of her things, so I snapped on her.
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BESS FIECHTER: I’m like, Thany, I need to put stuff in the car to take home. When are
you gonna put your stuff in, how much room can I have…

THANY FIECHTER: I say enough room that I can get my stuff in.

BESS FIECHTER: Then, I’m putting my stuff in the car. As a freshman, I overpacked, I
admit that, I had a lot of stuff, and his car is messy. So I’m annoyed because I tried to
keep all my stuff orderly, but there’s only so many places I can put it!

PALMER: After finally leaving campus, the two had car trouble. Thany heard the car make
a weird sound. Bess noticed that the heat coming from the air vents smelled acidic. Then
the car died completely. The roads were icy. But Thany managed to get the car to the
upcoming gas station.

THANY FIECHTER: There’s this hill and a gas station at the bottom, and I was like, “Let’s
just make it there.” So we almost died before the hill, but then we hit it.

PALMER: They were able to coast to the gas station, where they called their parents for
help. Despite the stressful situation and their recent fight, they laughed about the car
dying. Thany and Bess forget their arguments quickly, because they have a close
relationship. This year, there is a new dynamic because two of their younger siblings are
here. Dan is a sophomore and Sarah is a freshman, and both made their college decision
based on where their family members were, especially Dan.

DAN FIECHTER: If I didn’t have any siblings here, I don’t think I would’ve came here. It
definitely influenced my decision knowing that I had family here. It makes it easier to come
here. And at the same time, having siblings here, it made me very confident and made it
an easier decision. I had seen how much it changed and shaped them, and I was like,
“Well, if it can do that to them, it will probably do that to me.” (.006 =take out some of this)

PALMER: Sarah Fiechter had visited Bess and Thany while she was in high school, and
liked the thought of attending school with her siblings and where she had already made
friends.

SARAH FIECHTER: I thought it was a really close community, because I visited a lot, and
when I was here everyone seemed to know each other, and it seemed like a really fun
place.

PALMER: Thany and Bess were excited about their two younger siblings coming to
Huntington.

BESS FIECHTER: I really enjoy my siblings, so I was like, “That’ll be a lot of fun.”

The Fiechter siblings enjoy each others’ company at the
Hub after eating lunch together, which they do every

Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

PALMER: Susanne Watson, senior admissions counselor, thinks having one child already
on campus plays a role in parents’ suggestions about where to go to college.
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SUSANNE WATSON: I think parents often feel more comfortable with Huntington if they
have an older child here, because they know the people, they know their older child has
been taken care of.

PALMER: Research does show that siblings can be drawn to a university because
someone in the family already goes there. According to the Journal of Educational and
Behavioral Statistics, once the older child enrolls in a four-year university, the younger
sibling is 16 percent more likely to attend that same university. Compared to small
Christian schools nearby, Huntington falls in the middle of the spectrum with the amount
of siblings enrolled at the school.

SUSANNE WATSON: It depends on the individual student whether their siblings coming
here is a positive factor in coming here or a negative factor. I think in most cases it’s a
positive thing, and it’s more often to see a younger sibling choose a college that their
sibling went to, than to not choose it.

PALMER: The small size of Huntington magnifies how unusual the Fiechters’ situation is,
with four siblings at the school and one in each grade. Their close bond is highlighted, and
Bess recognizes the opportunity that this semester presents for the family, since Thany
leaves for Prime after fall semester. The four eat lunch together three days a week and
even spend time together on the weeknights and weekends.

BESS FIECHTER: We would go home to hang out with our siblings, but here I can go grab
lunch with all of my siblings, so it’s like having the opportunity to spend time that I know
we won’t have in a semester.

PALMER: Jake Johnson, Bess’s fiance, is around the Fiechters a lot and sees their close
bond through how they interact with each other.

JOHNSON: They might argue and pick on each other, but if someone else would they’d
always stick up for each other. [fade in music] They are super close, and depending on the
day, there could be a lot of arguments. But they get over them quickly and move on.

PALMER: This is Miranda Palmer reporting for the Huntingtonian.

[10-15 sec, music out] (if using ending of song, cut it off but if splicing song, then fade out)
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