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HEAD: Bye Bye Bias

WEB BLURB: Journalism has always been seen as a man’s game. Huntington University Women are taking the story and rewriting
it for a hot-off-the-press  revision of journalistic standards.

By Jazlyn Rust

ANDREW BOWER: [Music fades in] For years and years, journalism, whether in print, television, or radio, has been known to have a
man’s hand at the forefront.  Women of Huntington University are finally standing up for more than just a columnist position.
They are fighting for the front page, breaking the news. [Fade out music]

BLAIRE KOOMLER: Just the other night, I was watching a Purdue game,
and there was a female sports journalist reporting. Literally, it was two
guys and a female and a lot of the time in sports journalism, with
commentating and things like that, the woman is often quieted or
hushed-out. The men will talk enough that she will not be able to talk.

RUST: That was junior Blaire Koomler, a journalism major, who could
hardly contain her excitement when she suddenly realized female
journalists actually are beginning to speak out. I am Jazlyn Rust, and this
is a story about women in journalism.

KOOMLER: We were watching it in the lounge with some of my friends,
and I was kind of like, “Guys, like, ‘THAT’S A WOMAN!'” I was like, “Guys,

Jazlyn Rust  
Speaker, Writer,
Poet

☰ Menu

WOMEN’S WISDOM: Juniors Blaire Koomler (left) and Katelynn
Farley (right) sit in Lowe Brenn Hall researching for Advanced
News Writing and discussing inspiring women journalists. (Photo
by Jazlyn Rust)
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that’s a female sports journalist, she’s commentating this game, it’s a
huge game, like, that’s awesome for her!” And they were just kind of like,
“Yeah, cool” and I was like, “Guys! You don’t understand, like, that’s a

big deal!” Females, especially in the sports journalism field, don’t get that, like, that’s a big step, that’s a huge thing for her career.

JAZLYN RUST: For junior journalism majors Blaire Koomler and Katelynn Farley, the steps to breaking into the industry are merely
following the path. But for Rebecca Green, news director for WBOI in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Shelly Bradbury, crime reporter
for The Chattanooga Times Free Press in Chattanooga, Tennessee, the path had to be carved with their own hands. Rebecca
Green, news director for WBOI in Fort Wayne, Indiana, was very quick to refute the idea of being seen as less.

GREEN: I can’t count the number of times where I have been aggressive on a story or not
given them what they want in a story, you know, “Are you on the rag?” “It must be your
time of the month.” You know, that is ridiculous!

KATELYNN FARLEY: Even though we’ve come leaps and bounds past that, some men still
struggle to see women as equals or some men still struggle to see women as maybe even
superior.

RUST: That was junior Katelynn Farley, a journalism major, who shares a very similar idea
about men and women’s jobs in the world.

FARLEY: I feel like the discrimination against woman in journalism kind of stems from the
fact that for years, and years, and years, women were just seen as, “Oh, you’re not in the
kitchen, like what are you doing? Women belong in the kitchen, they belong with the kids,

they belong in a certain place. They were supposed to do the laundry, they were supposed to have dinner on the table before the
husband came home.”

RUST: Unlike Farley, Green has seen her career slowed because of gender bias in the workplace, actually threatening to quit to get
some wage equality.

GREEN: A number of years ago I found out that a reporter who was with less seniority and less time in journalism in general, was
being paid $10,000 more than I was, and I demanded a raise or I was going to quit. Once you find that information out, I felt like I
could not honor myself and my skills by continuing to work in that environment. It wasn’t blackmail — it was remedy the
situation or I’m going to find another job.

RUST: This same situation occurs not only in the journalism world but throughout every avenue of career choices. According to a
convenience survey done on Huntington University’s campus, 44% of students believed there is gender bias in their major.

RUST: With this information, Farley decided
that her spot will not be taken from her.

FARLEY: I definitely think there are more
hurdles to get past than would be expected, or
is needed, but then once you do get past those
hurdles, it’s like, “I don’t need to hear your
opinions, I got this!”
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Crime
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GREENER PASTURES: News director and
adjunct professor Rebecca Green poses for a
work photo after joining the Fort Wayne
WBOI team. (Photo provided by Rebecca
Green)



Crime
reporter
and
Huntington
University
alum Shelly
Bradbury
says she
does
attribute
some
success to
her gender.
I spoke
with her
over the
phone.

SHELLY BRADBURY: I actually find that being a woman helps me in those [crime reporting] situations because I come across as
non-threatening, and I come across as not police.

RUST: Being a female in the workplace can be a challenge, but it is only a challenge if you allow it to be. Koomler says she reminds
herself of that.

KOOMLER: I’m going to be sitting at a table with 15 guys, and how am I going to voice my opinion? How am I going to stand up for
my idea? I kind of realized, “No Blaire, you’re going to be THE woman at the table. You’re the woman! Like, congratulations Blaire,
you made it to the table.”

RUST: Bradbury, agrees with the young females and encourages young journalists to go out and be apart of the story.

BRADBURY: Be fearless, trust your instincts, and be smart, don’t put yourself in situations where people can later question your
integrity or what went on. And, you have to take some risks as a female journalist, especially in today’s news environment where
you can’t necessarily have a photographer with you at all times. (Fade music up)

RUST: Green also encouraged young females to remember #TimesUp.

GREEN: You have to have thick skin, but I think we’re done [with discrimination.] They’ll learn or we’ll leave.

RUST: I’m Jazlyn Rust with The Huntingtonian. (Fade out music)

BURY THE BIAS: Shelly Bradbury,
crime reporter for The Chattanooga
Times Free Press, poses for a photo for
her WordPress after graduating from
Huntington with a journalism degree.
(Photo provided by Shelly Bradbury)
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